
LICENSING AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 
16 JUNE 2011 
7.30  - 8.35 PM 
  

 
Present: 
Councillors Brunel-Walker (Chairman), Allen, Baily, Mrs Barnard, Brossard, Davison, 
Gbadebo, Kensall, Porter, Sargeant and Thompson 
 
Apologies for Absence were received from: 
 
Councillors Leake and Ms Wilson 

 

4. Declarations of Interest  
There were no declarations of interest. 

5. Minutes  
RESOLVED that subject to: 
 
The addition of Councillor Mrs Barnard’s apologies to the minutes of the Licensing 
and Safety Committee meeting on 24 March 2011 
 
The minutes of the meetings of the Licensing and Safety Committee held on 24 
March 2011 and 25 May 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 

6. Urgent Items of Business  
There were no urgent items of business. 

7. Notice of Public Speaking  
The Committee noted that Mrs Jane Robson, JJM Taxis and Zulu Cars, and Mr John 
Yexley, Chairman of the Bracknell Licensed Taxi Forum, had registered to speak to 
Item 7 of the agenda. 

8. Appointment of Licensing Panel Chairmen  
RESOLVED  that the following members of the Licensing and Safety Committee be 
appointed to act as Chairmen of Licensing Panel hearings during the 2011/12 
municipal year: 
 

Councillors Brossard, Brunel-Walker, Leake and Thompson  



 

9. Hackney Carriage Tariffs  
The Committee considered a report proposing changes to the tariffs charged by 
Hackney Carriages in Bracknell Forest. 
 
A previous report seeking approval to consult the industry on proposals to increase 
hackney carriage fares had been considered by the Committee at its meeting on 
24 March 2011.The subsequent consultation had elicited one objection to the 
proposed fare increases and the matter had been returned to the Committee for 
further consideration and decision. 
 
The Chairman invited Mr John Yexley, Chairman of the Bracknell Licensed Taxi 
Forum, to speak to the meeting.  Mr Yexley expressed the view that an increase in 
fares was supported by the majority of hackney carriage drivers licensed by the 
Borough and while past fare increases had impacted on trade levels they had 
recovered. 
 
The Chairman subsequently invited Mrs Jane Robson, JJM Taxis and Zulu Cars to 
speak to the meeting.  Mrs Robson expressed the view that while a tariff increase 
was necessary to meet rising outgoings and costs the rate of increase proposed  was 
too much too quickly.  It would therefore be preferable to implement a staggered 
increase over a two year period, with a small tariff increase now and a second 
increase in 2012.   
 
Arising from member’s questions and comments the following points were noted: 
 
• The preferred Option 2 proposals would if adopted bring Bracknell Forest fares 

into line with neighbouring authority fares 
• Any fare increases would need to be fair, reasonable and sustainable in the long 

term 
• The proposed fares were the maximum that could be charged 
• Any changes would come into effect from 23 June 2011.  This would provide 

sufficient time to enable changes to be made to meters and for the Council’s 
Licensing Team to conduct accuracy checks 

 
RESOLVED that from 23 June 2011 the tariff for charges to be made by Hackney 
Carriages and other vehicles with meters licensed within Bracknell Forest be set as 
follows: 
 
• for the first 700 yards: £3.00 
• for each subsequent 200 yards: £0.20 
• waiting time of 45 seconds: £0.20 

 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


